
Curriculum Map:        Year 5 

Below outlines the learning focus for each term 

National Curriculum Programmes of Study; Colour Coded Cross Referencing Key – 
KS2 
● Develop chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods studied 
● Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop appropriate use of historical terms 
● Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference and significance 
● Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information 
● Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources 
 
 

Y5 and 6 (Phase 3) Knowledge End Points:  

 Demonstrates chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, with clear narratives within and across the 
periods studied. 

 Makes connections between historical eras, as well as between the past 
and the present, recognising contrasts and trends over time and using 
historical terms accurately 

 Understands how to use a range of sources to develop and deepen 
knowledge and can state specific aspects of the legacy of ancient 
civilisations and relates their historical understanding to geographical 
locations and their significant geographical features. 

 Demonstrates understanding of the experiences of groups and 
individuals from within an historical society, following the effective use of 
historical sources and information. 

Y5 and 6 (Phase 3) Skills End Points: 

 Can order historical artefacts and key events chronologically. 

 Can illicit information and draw conclusions from primary sources of 
history. 

 Can use secondary sources of history to find information to enhance 
knowledge and understanding of an historical era. 

 Can articulate historical understanding verbally and through writing. 

 Can compare related historical and modern objects and consider the 
effect or change caused by an historic event. 

Term Learning Focus  Cross Curricular links 

Knowledge Skills 
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Ancient Egypt: Ancient Ancients (Approx 3000 years ago) 

 The ancient Egyptian empire lasted for about 3000 years 
(30 centuries) from its unification around 3100BC to its 
conquest by Alexander the Great in 332BC  

 Egypt is in North Africa and that 90% is a desert area.  

 The ancient Egyptians lived along the banks of the River 
Nile which they depended on for fresh water.  

 The annual flooding of the Nile enabled the Egyptians to 
grow crops around the banks as the ancient Egyptians 
developed irrigation systems to sustain their crops. 

 Ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphics to communicate  

 The Pharaoh was an Egyptian king who owned all the 
land, made laws, collected taxes and defended Egypt.  

 A Pharaoh represented the Gods on earth and performed 

 

 Find out and draw conclusions about 
Egyptian life by looking at artefacts.  

 Use different resources, including keys, and 
knowledge of other languages to decode 
hieroglyphics into English.  

 Use role-play to deepen understanding of the 
life of pharaoh.   

 Use creative writing skills to describe 
historical event.  

 Use pictures to create a hypothesis and then 
investigate which evidence could support 
this.   

 Use primary and secondary sources, such as 

 
Geography – significant 
geographical features (River 
Nile and climate and terrain of 
Egypt).  
 
Science: Anatomy and 
Egyptian preservation of the 
body.  
 
RE: Ancient Egyptian belief in 
the afterlife  
 
Literacy: topic related written 



rituals and built temples to honour the gods.  

 Ancient Egyptians believed in an afterlife and preserved 
the body after death using mummification, storing internal 
organs in ‘canopic jars’ 

 Tutankhamun’s tomb was discovered by Howard Carter in 
1922 and that subsequent events led to the widespread 
belief that the tomb was cursed  

 

newspaper reports, to find out about the 
discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb and 
subsequent events  

 

outcomes (diary of Howard 
Carter/profile of a 
Pharaoh/written report about 
importance of the Nile, & 
analysis of newspaper reports 
from the 1920s.  
 

 
 
Summe
r  
 
 
 
 
 

Early Islamic Civilization: Civilisations from 1000 years ago 
(contrast with British History) 

 Islam was founded by the Islamic prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) , who was born in Mecca in 570AD.  

 By the middle of the 7th century, Islam had spread to the 
modern-day countries of Iran, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, 
Iraq and Egypt.**  

 At its height, the Islamic Empire stretched from Spain to 
India and was ruled by a caliph.  

 Baghdad was built in 725 AD by Caliph Al-Mansur as the 
new capital of the Islamic Empire.  

 Baghdad was a perfectly round city, with all the important 
buildings in the centre.  

 The Silk Road was a trade route which linked the east to 
west, along which merchants sold their goods. It went 
through Baghdad.  

 During the Golden Age, Baghdad became the largest city 
in the world, with a population with more than 1 million.  

 The House of Wisdom was built in Baghdad. It contained 
a library and attracted scholars from around the world who 
translated texts into Arabic.  

 By 860 AD, the House of Wisdom had the largest 
collection of books in the world. All scholars were invited 
to study there, including Muslims, Jews and Christians.  

 In the House of Wisdom, scholars studied medicine, 
astrology and science and many new developments were 
made. The knowledge was very advanced for its time, 
with cures for many serious ailments being discovered.  

 Many new inventions were developed including the first 
camera and mechanical devices which told Muslims what 
time to pray.  

 The world’s first hospitals were built in Baghdad along 

 

 Identify some similarities and differences 
between life in Baghdad and London in AD 
900  

 Compare life in the Islamic Empire with that 
in Europe in the 10th – 11th centuries  

 Construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information by learning 
about the House of Wisdom and its legacy. 
creating and advert and prospectus for study  

 Regularly address and devise historically 
valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference and significance 
through the study of significant discoveries 
and concepts developed by early Islamic 
scholars and evaluate the impact of this on 
the wonder world.  

 Compare how early Islamic and European 
medicine in the Middle Ages was different.  

 Describe how the work of early Islamic 
doctors has influenced modern medicine.  

 Note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time and develop the appropriate use of 
historical terms by learning about the role of 
the caliphate in the early Islamic civilisation; 
act in role to present an opinion to explain 
why the Sunni or Shia Muslims should have 
the first caliphate.  

 Identify and talk about different forms of 
Islamic art and create my own geometric 
pattern based on traditional techniques.  

 
 
Literacy: written prospectus 
informing of opportunities to 
study at the House of Wisdom 
 
Geography: Studying 
Historical Maps and Routes 
(including the silk Road) 
 
Art: Islamic Patterns 



with universities and observatories.  

 Islamic scholars and inventors adopted the Hindi symbol 
for zero and style of numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, etc.) which we 
still use today.  

 By the 8th century, Islamic scholars were using paper 
rather than parchment or papyrus for their writing.  

 Islamic Art developed during this period. It contains 
geometric shapes and repeated patterns.  

 While the Islamic civilisation was having the Golden Age, 
Europe was experiencing the Dark Ages (the era took 
place within the time that the Anglo Saxons and Vikings 
were in Britain).  

 Baghdad was the world centre of culture and learning until 
1258, when the Mongols attacked from Asia. They burned 
Baghdad, destroyed the House of Wisdom and killed 
thousands of people. The city never recovered its former 
glory, but the ideas lived on.  

 Without the ideas that were created and passed on by the 
research and work from the House of Wisdom, the 
renaissance that began in Europe in the 14th century 
would not have happened.  

 Identify reasons why the early Islamic 
civilisation became a major power, know 
about the Silk Road trade route and the 
items offered for trade and be able to 
describe the methods used by early Islamic 
chemists when making perfume.  

 

Ambition / Intent: 
At Camrose, our intent is that our teaching of History will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We 
aim for it to inspire pupils’ curiosity about the past and to know more about the people that came before them. 
 
Through the teaching of History, we endeavour to teach children to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and 
relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time 
 
Design / Implementation: 
Carefully designed schemes of learning in History, which are aligned with the National Curriculum,  ensure consistency across the school giving all pupils access to 
equitable classrooms; where all pupils can participate and are encouraged and supported to develop a deep and sustained understanding of the history being 
explored.  We intend for our children to have real life experiences and learn about history in an active and creative way. Links to Geography and other subject areas 
are also explored. 
 
Impact: 
Our History curriculum ensures that our pupils will become not just passive recipients of factual information, but enquiring and challenging thinkers who appreciate 
that there is much we can learn from the past in order to improve the future, and have the skills and the passion required to continue to do so. 
 
Pupils will leave Camrose Primary: 

 Understanding how historical events have shaped the world they currently live in. 

 Demonstrating an ability to analyse information and make informed judgements. 

 Having developed enquiry skills in order to investigate own interests within a topic 

 


